[Transhiatal esophagectomy for carcinoma of the esophagus--our ten years experience].
During the past 10 years, at University Surgical Clinic Rijeka, 107 patients underwent operation for carcinoma of the esophagus and cardia. Transhiatal esophagectomy was performed in 29 patients; in 28 of them an esophagogastrostomy was performed, and in one patient a pharingogastrostomy. Of the 29 patients, there were 24 men (82.8 %) and 5 women (17.2 %), with an average age of 60.7 years. Histologically, 26 lesions (89.7 %) were squamous cell carcinomas, and 3 (10.3 %) were adenocarcinomas. According to the prognostic stage as defined by the UICC, 15 patients (51.7 %) were stage II A, and 14 (48.3 %) stage III. The lesion was located in the cervical esophagus in two, the thoracic esophagus in thirteen and the lower esophagus in fourteen patients. Six patients died, for a hospital mortality rate of 20.7 %; the most common cause of death was respiratory failure. Pulmonary complications occurred in 14 patients (48.3 %). Anastomotic leak with all clinical manifestations occurred in one patient, while in two patients the radiological diagnosis of anastomotic leakage was made without clinical manifestations. Five patients (17.2 %) developed anastomotic stenosis, which was satisfactory treated by endoscopic dilatation. Mean survival after surgery was 21 months. One-year survival was 65.5 %, two and three-year survival was 37.9 and 17.2 % respectively. Younger patients and patients with lower stage of disease survived significantly longer (p < 0.05).